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The Battle of Crete (German: Luftlandeschlacht um Kreta, also Unternehmen Merkur, "Operation Mercury,"
Greek: Teel-I$1- 1,1-1, 18[«I®1,1-1)) was fought during the Second World War on the Greek island of Crete.It
began on the morning of 20 May 1941, when Nazi Germany began an airborne invasion of Crete. Greek
forces and other Allied forces, along with Cretan civilians, defended the island.
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The Battle of Greece (also known as Operation Marita, German: Unternehmen Marita) is the common name
for the invasion of Allied Greece by Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany in April 1941 during World War 11.The
Italian invasion in October 1940, which is usually known as the Greco-Italian War, was followed by the
German invasion in April 1941. German landings on the island of Crete (May 1941) came ...
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